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variety of climatic conditions, 'with consequent variations in human
response.

The mean temperature of the plateau varies between 26 and 32 de-
grees Fahrenheit for January, and between 62 and 68 degrees Fahren-
heit for July, while the annual rainfall varies from 35 to 40 inches. In
the mountains the temperature decreases and rainfall increases. Here
the snow line varies from 8000 to 10,000 feet, depending upon precipi-
tation and exposure. The southern slopes of the Alps have an almost
Mediterranean climate which favors the growth of the vine and the
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mulberry tree, while the northern slopes are forest-clad or support only
hardy crops. Exposure also influences rainfall. Windward "slopes occa-
sionally receive 90 inches annually, while valleys on the leeward side
of the mountains may not have more than 22 inches. There is every-
where sufficient moisture to support agriculture and forests. The cli-
mate of Switzerland is thus varied, but is favorable to human develop-
ment except on the higher elevations.

GEOGRAPHICAL REGIONS

While mountains dominate the entire country, Switzerland consists
of three clearly defined regions. To the northwest the ridges of the